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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 30, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA 
FOXX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, thank You for giving us 
another day. Send Your spirit upon the 
Members of this people’s House to en-
courage them in their official tasks. 
Especially during this season of budget 
deliberations, give them wisdom and an 
accurate understanding of the needs of 
the citizens of this country, most par-
ticularly those with narrow margins in 
their life options. 

As the trees of the city are bright 
with flowers, may Your spirit en-
lighten the minds of those who serve, 
and may the beauty of Your creation 
show forth in the creative work of our 
Congress. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. KIL-
MER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PAT BRADFORD 

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to make special mention of Pat 
Bradford, who recently stepped down as 
publisher and editor of the local paper 
she founded, the Lumina News. 

The Lumina News has served as the 
voice of Wrightsville Beach and its sur-
rounding communities since 2002. This 
local paper covers a wide range of top-
ics but sets itself apart by covering 
matters especially important to coast-
al communities. 

The Lumina News has consistently 
been ranked first in its North Carolina 
Press Association newspaper category. 
In fact, first in nine new top awards for 
2016. 

With her recent departure from the 
paper, Pat is focusing her attention on 
the very successful monthly sister pub-
lication which she co-founded, the 
Wrightsville Beach Magazine. 

I have had the pleasure of getting to 
know Pat in the past few years and will 
certainly miss interacting with her as 

publisher and editor of the Lumina 
News. 

Congratulations to you, Pat, for your 
continued success in all these endeav-
ors and for your continued contribu-
tions to the Wrightsville Beach com-
munity and beyond. 

f 

BERTEL SPIER CELEBRATES HER 
107TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, on 
Thursday, March 31, 1910, Bertel Spier 
was born, and tomorrow she will cele-
brate her 107th birthday. 

Just imagine what she has seen: two 
world wars, technological advance-
ments beyond our wildest dreams. 
When she sees a video on a telephone, 
she cannot believe it. 

She has an extraordinary legacy: a 
loving daughter, four adoring and ador-
able great-grandchildren, and three 
grandsons to whom she is a hero. I am 
proud to be one of them. 

My grandma is someone who is a tes-
tament to the greatness of this Nation 
and of the importance of what happens 
in this building. 

She immigrated to the U.S. from Hol-
land and was welcomed here and ac-
cepted here, built a life here. That is 
part of the greatness of this Nation. 

A person born 10 years before wom-
en’s suffrage, she proudly voted herself 
this past November. That is part of the 
greatness of this Nation. 

A person who outlived any projected 
retirement, she has been able to retire 
and live with dignity because of two of 
our country’s most successful public 
policies: Medicare and Social Security. 
That is part of the greatness of this 
Nation, too. 

Madam Speaker, it is such an honor 
for me to say four of the most extraor-
dinary and almost unbelievable words 
that I may ever say on this floor: 
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